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Policy Changes regarding Telehealth services
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observably, the nation’s healthcare delivery has been significantly stretched to accommodate the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic effectively. During the first phase of the pandemic, most hospitals seemed exhausted due to the virus's rapid spread across the nation and were at the brink of giving up the fight. Therefore, this current reflection paper aims to provide a brief highlight of the country's healthcare policies related to the management of the Covid-19 pandemic. It is essential to note that a majority of these policies practically focused on strengthening the effective delivery of hospitalized care, particularly for the Covid-19 patients (Gai & Tobe, 2020). 
Ideally, the federal government's formulation of these critical policies successfully prevented the imminent collapse of the country’s healthcare system and a potential skyrocketing mortality. Even though infections are still increasing, the effective management of the healthcare delivery system has effectively helped reduce overshoots in American hospitals and other critical healthcare delivery units (Ali & Khoja, 2020). For instance, through the enactment of temporary policies under the Covid-19 public health emergency declaration, the government has made the provision and receiving of care through telehealth easier. For the good faith provision of telehealth services, medical providers in the United States, during the pandemic, can use virtual technology applications to provide telehealth services to patients as long as these applications are HIPAA-compliant. 
It is essential to note that the implementation of telehealth services during the pandemic period has since proven beneficial to help clinicians avoid direct physical contact with their clients and consequently reduce the risks of contracting and transmitting the Covid-19 virus. In essence, the effective implementation of this technology enables physicians to provide continuous care to their patients while eliminating the exposure risks inherent during in-person hospital visits (Portnoy et al., 2020). 
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